19990228.ba v02_n443.bam.990228 


>From ???@??? Mon Mar 01 09:50:08 1999 

Message-Id: <199902281954 .NAA12926@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 13:54:01 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2443 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2443 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Tubes - Give away 
by "Ragnar Otterstad" <otterstad@inet.uni2.dk> 
2) Re: Gernsback headphone test 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
3) Re: Gernsback headphone test 
by Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net> 
4) Re: Gernsback headphone test 
by Ray Mote <rmote@rain.org> 
5) FS:6SS7'S 
by Maurice Weinschenker <morry@ix.netcom.com> 
6) Re: Gernsback headphone test 
by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
7) FT243 Crystals 
by Rod Pears <rpears@kw.igs.net> 
8) HP 606 Stability 
by Dan Martin <dmartin@visuallink.com> 
9) Re: HP 606 Stability 
by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
10) Parts needed... 
by Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
11) FS: Hallicrafters SX101 MK3 
by AA5QT@aol.com 
12) replacing wimpy L4B blower 
by zeitler@ibm.net 
13) Re: Gernsback headphone test, more light & less heat 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
14) HP 606 stability and counter connections to generators 
by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
15) LI'L LULU Progress 
by "Richard W. Solomon" <wiksz@tiac.net> 
16) Re: replacing wimpy L4B blower 
by Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 
17) Re: Gernsback headphone test, more light & less heat 
by Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 
18) ADMINISTRIVIA: Posting Admin Requests 


by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner) 
19) RE:6SS7 

by Maurice Weinschenker <morry@ix.netcom.com> 
20) 575 manual, one left 

by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
21) TS-820S/VFO-820 WTB 

by Sandy Gerli <angerli@esslink.com> 


Message-ID: <0Q0£501be6261$085fd300$0300a8c0@cyber> 
From: "Ragnar Otterstad" <otterstad@inet.uni2.dk> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Tubes - Give away 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 15:37:19 +0100 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="is0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have a number of US tubes collecting dust and I need the room. 
They are all in the VT-series : f ex VT 225, VT 147, vt 146, VT-221 etc. 


I will be happy to give them away for cost of shipping. 


73 Rag oz8ro in Copenhagen 


Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 10:15:43 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: Gernsback headphone test 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.990227095447 .28785A-100000@indy2> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi! 


The Gernsback 'phones test will not work on many newer headphones and 
the reason why explains how come it did work in the first place! 

Plating technology is the key--the nickle plating on the older tip 
plugs was a bit porous, you see, and you'd often get a "click" even 
without adding a little saliva, just whatever humdity was around would do 
the job--but the addition of some impure water *xreallyx got the battery 
formed by dissimilar metals in contact to perk. 

However, in the postwar years, plating processes improved, and by the 


late '50s or so (depends on the mfr.), the plating was no longer porous. 
No moisture could sneak in, and thus no battery action would take place 
and you got no "click." 

Don't have my little reference book handy, or I'd look up what metals 
are fathest away from nickle in the galvanic series--carry a little piece 
of something from the far end of the chart, and you'd be able to check out 
any random set of cans you encountered. 


FWIW, nickle is actually not that great a conductor, nor very 
solderable. What makes it useful is that it doesn't tarnish or corrode 
much, it's cheap, and it's not a horrible conductor in most cases. (You 
were expecting maybe gold? Hmpf, this is technology from the great 
depression in most cases!). 

Nickle is a mixed blessing. I've had to replace a sampling section 
(directional-coupler, short piece of line holding slugs, akin to the 
Mysterous Inner Workings of a Bird 43) in a big VHF rig's output--4-1/16" 
coax!--that came from a short run the zanies at the plant had 
nickle-plated when silver prices shot up unexpectedly. Darned thing was 
running hot, and the copper outer conductor of the line clamped to it was 
arguing with the nickle electrochemically, forming some nasty green crud. 
(Nickle was losing, btw). On things like tip plugs, nickle does more good 
than harm. But run a couple kW through a nickle-plated SO-239, especially 
at higher freqs, you might find it's not all that happy.... 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


KB9GKX "RJ" rbarmore@indy.net Roberta J. (Bobbi) Barmore 
FISTS #3388 * G-QRP #10001 * ARRL * RSGB x WIA 
Appreciator Of Vacuum-Tube Ham Gear and Vintage Keys 


Message-ID: <36D838EA.4006C7D3@bw.webex.net> 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 13:26:50 -0500 

From: Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Gernsback headphone test 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Gang; 


Here's the "dry" version of the headphone test: Put on the hearset in 
a quiet location. Hold on to one of the pins or grab the sleeve of the 
‘phone plug. Touch the other contact to a grounded piece of equipment 
or the plate screw of a grounded outlet without touching ground 
yourself. With most any headset you'll hear a click, especially if your 


body is carrying a static charge. With a reasonably-sensitive 
high-impedance headset you'll hear a good steady hum. The circuit here 
is the capacitive coupling between your body and the hot side of the 
power grid. 

This is pretty unscientific, but if you don't get the hum, the phones 
are almost certainly NG for crystal set use. You can read about headset 
testing in the crystal set portion of my webpage. 


73% 
Al 


Al Klase - N3FRQ 

skywaves@bw.webex.net 

Flemington, NJ 08822 

Web Page: http://www.webex.net/~skywaves/home.htm 


Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 11:01:05 -0800 (PST) 

From: Ray Mote <rmote@rain.org> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Gernsback headphone test 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.4.05.9902271048210 .26488-100000@coyote.rain.org> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Guess I "stumbled into" that test late one night, after the wife was 
asleep. I was playing with an H-110/G military headset consisting of a 
pair of Western Electric 509 elements, cloth y-cord, and (of all 
things) a switchboard-type dual phone plug. I'd taken the plastic 
shell off the plug and the dual plugs were flopping around loose, when 
the tips touched and I heard a pop in the earphones lying on the desk, 
startling me. 


The desk is up against a wall that has Romex leading to the shack light 
switch in it. The only thing I can figure is that the y-cord acted as 

a pickup for the stray EM field generated by the power wiring. 

Touching the tips together completed the loop. That's what caused me 

to drag out the HP audio gen and a pair of DMM's to get a quick-n-dirty 
check on impedance, which turned out to be around 12-13K per earphone at 
1 Ke. I'd sure be interesting in hearing any thoughts Hank van Cleef 
might care to contribute on this topic! 


Ray Mote, K5FKT <rmote@rain.org> Oxnard, CA 


Message-ID: <36D8604F .4605AB64@ix.netcom.com> 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 16:14:55 -0500 


From: Maurice Weinschenker <morry@ix.netcom. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS:6SS7'S 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


FS: 
6SS7 TUBES. 10 FOR 14.00 INCLUDING PRIORITY MAIL 
BEST 73 MORRY K3DPJ 


Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 13:47:06 -0800 

From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

Subject: Re: Gernsback headphone test 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <QF7UQQOJQNIUIWJ@mtal.snfc21.pbi.net> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Bobbi and can heads; 


Se euawos Plating technology is the key--the nickle plating on the older 
tip 

plugs was a bit porous, you see, and you'd often get a "click" even 
without adding a little saliva, just whatever humdity was around would do 
the job--but the addition of some impure water *reallyx got the battery 
formed by dissimilar metals in contact to perk. 

However, in the postwar years, plating processes improved, and by the 
late '50s or so (depends on the mfr.), the plating was no longer porous. 
No moisture could sneak in, and thus no battery action would take place 
and you got no "click." ........ 


VV VV VV VV 


Nice postulate to sport around, but I don't see a very powerful source of 
energy there. Has anyone ever xmeasured* the power output of nickel pin 
hole batteries? I'm more inclined to believe the body electrostatic charge 
and/or current induced from power line scenarios having been shown to be 
reliable sources of headphone clicks. 


er aren FWIW, nickle is actually not that great a conductor, nor very 
> solderable. ...... 


Nickel is quite solderable when newly plated. Problem is not all "nickel" 
is the same thing. Some, I think, are chemically treated to retard 
oxidation and are hence difficult to solder. Some in more nifty stuff have 
some silver mixed in and solder easily. S0O-239's and PL-259's from dubious 


sources since the Chicken Band onslaught of the early 70's have been all 
over the map on solderability. Only God knows what alloys those are. Rat 
Shaft used to sell some mightily unsolderable junk. I eventually threw out 
my nickel plated UHF connectors when I finally amassed enough Amphenol 
silver plated good'uns. I got tired of having to sandpaper down to the 
brass to solder the cheapies. 


True, but it steadily oxidizes in open air until it's quite dull and 
unsolderable. I know I'm getting older when I see that the nickel plated 
BNC's on my test equipment keep getting duller. 


SD aodcadutess Nickle is a mixed blessing. ...... 


I would call it the cheap alternative to quality, nothing to bless there. 
Not even nickels are all nickel. I wonder what happens when you put a 
nickle in pickel juice...... 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA  gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-Id: <199902272219.RAA27257@host.kw.igs.net> 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 17:17:34 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Rod Pears <rpears@kw.igs.net> 

Subject: FT243 Crystals 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Having to thin things out have a bag of FT243 type crystals, that I need 
to dispose of, if anyone is interested there are about 50 or so in a bag, 
you can have em for shipping.. 


Rod VA3RP <rpears@kw.igs.net> 


Message-ID: <36D8711E.772@visuallink.com> 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 17:26:38 -0500 

From: Dan Martin <dmartin@visuallink.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: HP 606 Stability 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi, Folks! 


I was puttering about my shop bench this morning and felt some "warmth" 
nearby and discovered I had left my old HP 606A on since last weekend, 
the last time I used it! Apparently the red panel on/off light had 
burned out and gave me no reminder to shut it down a week ago. While 
feeling very foolish at such an oversight, I quickly reached over to 
power it down and then paused. I wonder how stable the old thing is 
after running for a week? Well, I hooked up my high-stability time base 
counter, dialed in 0.455000 mhz, and watched it drift upwards only +4 
and down to -3 Hz over the next 15 minutes. That is, the output varied 
down to 454,997 Hz and up to 455,004 Hz over that span of time. What's 
that? About 10-15 ppm, or so? Not shabby for a 30-35 year old tube 
generator, huh? I often use a freq counter for setting the 606A 
frequency but have never "spec'd it out" for drift before. 


A couple of questions: 


Does the 606B model have a BNC output jack specifically for counter use? 
I seem to think so but I'm not sure. You much less often see the 606B's. 


Has anyone successfully gone into the 606A circuitry and added a counter 
output w/BNC jack to the 606A xbeforex the step attenuator. I think 
doing so would enable you to directly set the frequency of 
microvolt-level signals without first setting the freq at a higher 
output, then dialing the attenuator back. I "think" this is one of the 
added features of the 606B. Maybe not. Anyway, my counter drops our 
below an HP output of about .005-.01 indicated volts. 


Dan 
WB4GRA 
Winchester, VA 


Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 15:41:39 -0800 

From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

Subject: Re: HP 606 Stability 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <QF7UQQBOP7491W@mta1.snf£c21.pbi.net> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Hi Dan; 


VV VV 


Does the 606B model have a BNC output jack specifically for counter use? 
I seem to think so but I'm not sure. You much less often see the 606B's. 


Has anyone successfully gone into the 606A circuitry and added a counter 


output w/BNC jack to the 606A xbeforex the step attenuator. I think 
doing so would enable you to directly set the frequency of 
microvolt-level signals without first setting the freq at a higher 
output, then dialing the attenuator back. I "think" this is one of the 


VVV NM 


Yes, the 606B has and "Uncalibrated RF Output" BNC. It serves two 
purposes, as a means of monitoring frequency and as an output to the 8708A 
Frequency Synchronizer. The 608F VHF signal generator also has such a BNC 
for use with the 8708A. I just finished restoring my 608F and now I'm 
starting on an 8708A. So I will eventually be ultra-stable from 50 Kc to 
460 Mc. Talk about transistors, the 8708A is all discrete transistors, 
about 200 of them. Stuff of sand state BBA (Baby Boat Anchor) legends. 


On the 606B, the uncalibrated RF output is derived from a transformer who's 
primary is connected across (with a DC blocking cap) the push-pull buffer 
amplifier cathodes, the buffer amps doing dual service as push-pull cathode 
followers for the uncalibrated RF output. It wouldn't be a good idea to go 
in and try to take the RF off of one of the cathodes and unbalance one of 
the buffers at high frequncies, could cause AGC loop stability problems due 
to undesirable phase shift. I don't know what the impedance ratio of the 
transformer is but you could probably fab a unit with a toroid made of 43 
material that would work OK. Maybe someone has come up with a design and 
has installed it successfully. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
Subject: Parts needed... 

Message-Id: <19990227235221 . CWQM28655@LOCALNAME> 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 23:52:21 +0000 


Hello All... 


Looking for one or two 25K to 50K ohm adjustable power 
resistors (the ones with a slider) at 150-200 watts. 

Also a dual 10K ohm wirewound ganged potentiometer, 7-10 watts 
(The ones that are around 1-1/4 to 1-1/2" in diameter) with a standard 
1/4" shaft at least 1/2-3/4" long. 

Anything out there in a junkbox someplace. Will buy or trade. 


73, 

E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 

"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive 


Metairie, LA., 70001 


aKkKKKKKKK WANTED ! ! WANTED ! lkkkx-kkkKK 
akkkkx Transmitter/Receiver RT-46/TRC-10 x*x**x«x* 
xakkkKKKKK Hallicrafters SR-75 Transceiver *«*xx*x«*x«x* 
xakkKKKKKK Hallicrafters HT-44 Transmitter x«*x*xx**x*x*«x* 


From: AA5QT@aol.com 

Message-ID: <4fd£5c8f.36d891f9@aol . com> 

Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 19:46:49 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: FS: Hallicrafters SX101 MK3 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Very nice, with manual. Local pickup, or will meet within 75 miles of Houston. 
$175. 


73, Gary Youney K5QT 


From: zeitler@ibm.net 
Message-ID: <005c01be62b6$81034e40$9c292581@km3g> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: replacing wimpy L4B blower 
Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 17:05:56 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Gents, 
I would like to replace the wimpy, stock blower for the Drake L4B. Any 
recommendations? 


Lane Zeitler 
Ku7i 


Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 20:54:27 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <xrbarmore@indy.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: Gernsback headphone test, more light & less heat 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.990227202146 .21544B -100000@indy2> 


MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi, Arden & the gang! 


Some more on the topic; maybe I'd better start keeping cross-indexed 
files, but it'd get in the way of the "huge random pile of stuff" method 
my desk groans under! Anyway, this is my last word on the specific topic. 
Promise! 

(I wrote: "...the nickle plating on the older tip plugs was a bit 
porous, you see, and you'd often get a "click" even without adding a 
little saliva, [...] but the addition of some impure water xreallyx got 
the battery formed by dissimilar metals in contact to perk.") 


On Sat, 27 Feb 1999, Arden Allen wrote: 

> Nice postulate to sport around, but I don't see a very powerful source of 
energy there. Has anyone ever xmeasured* the power output of nickel pin 
hole batteries? I'm more inclined to believe the body electrostatic charge 
and/or current induced from power line scenarios having been shown to be 
reliable sources of headphone clicks. 


VV VV 


Well, now, a person can believe what they like; my dope is from Trimm 
Labs, makers of headphones and in a position to know what they were 
plating the tips with and how, though it has been too long to recall the 
exact chapter and verse. May have been on a little info-sheet with the 
last pair of Trimms I bought new, over twenty years ago. (It's also 
mentioned, boiled down to "a different plating now, thus no click" by 
Elmer Osterhoudt). Part of the point is that it's a xveryx low-level 
energy source; and other low-level sources work, too, like a static 
charge, or hum pickup. All of ‘em are tests of sensitivity; if I just 
wanna see if a pair of cans will work at all, I put the Simpson 260 on 
‘em, reading resistance as well as hearing the "clonk!" from the cans. 


As far as use of nickel in other electronic applications, we're agreed 
it is pretty much wretched on a coax connector and similar places. But on 
an all-metal binding-post, I'd rather have nickel than bare brass; the 
brass goes funky a xlotx faster! Nickel was traditionally used more for 
the sake of appearance and not having to keep the brass shined in 
applications where it could not be laquered or where laquer would wear too 
easily. Smart outfits--National, for example--usually tried to use such 
plating only in places where it didn't carry current: dial skirts, front 
panel trim, etc. (I don't know what they plated their better 
binding-posts with, it looks a little duller than plain nickel and is very 
solderable). And nickel-plated brass screws xused*x to be as common as 
mud. (Just try and find ‘em now! I've had to go to plain brass, in which 
material slotted round-head screws are becoming harder to buy off the 


shelf) 
Near as I can tell, the old "German Silver" was just another name for 
nickel, or some alloy with a lot of nickel in it. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


PS: don't get me started, or I'll start griping about they way they chrome 
up many high-end consumer wrenches and screwdrivers these days. Might as 
well dip the junk in butter before each use! 


Message-Id: <v03007804b2£e54e77230@[208.255.75.92]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 18:08:35 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 

Subject: HP 606 stability and counter connections to generators 


Folks, 


I have installed counter outputs on both my RF generators (Heath SG-8 and 
Advance (British)). The only caveat is this: unless your counter is 
eriisouly shielded (unlikely in my experience) be prepared to set the 
freqeuncy and then disconnect the BNC cabel from the generator before 
expecting the receiver to see only the selected output voltage. The 
counter usually raidates, effectively bypassing the generator's internal 
attenuator. 


It works, you just have to think a bit extra. 


Regards, 


Scott Robinson 
spr@earthlink.net 


Junque is GOOD for you! 


Message-ID: <Q1BE6297.D35FB080.w1lksz@tiac.net> 
From: "Richard W. Solomon" <wiksz@tiac.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: LI'L LULU Progress 

Date: Sat, 27 Feb 1999 21:26:13 -0500 


Finally got to the LI'L LULU I picked up at the Marlboro Flea. Fired it 
up (slowly of course) and it does work. Plugged in the D-104 and I 
can listen to myself on the SP-600. Noticed the Manual and Rig 
differ on the VFO/SPOT switch. The manual refers to it as an 

ON/OFF SPOT switch, while the rig uses a DPDT switch to use 

either the VFO or SPOT. Interestingly enough, the switch is marked 
opposite as to what it really does ?? Gives it that Hand-Made look !! 
For a trial antenna I'm going to use my 30 meter phased verticals, 
should work (5/4 wave vs 1/4 wave). Should be doing that tomorrow 
(Sunday). I might be talking to myself though, unless I drop down 

to 50.1, that should get me some attention. 

73, Dick, W1KSZ 


Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 07:28:22 -0500 (EST) 

From: Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>, owner-boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: replacing wimpy L4B blower 

Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.96L.990228072624 .2944C-100000@unixs4.cis.pitt.edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Go to your Granger Catalog and pick out a suitable blower. 800-323-0620 
should get you a free catalog. 


Dave, W3ST 
Publisher of the Collins Journal 
Homepage: http://www.pixi.com/~jenkins/collins 


On Sat, 27 Feb 1999 zeitler@ibm.net wrote: 
Gents, 
I would like to replace the wimpy, stock blower for the Drake L4B. Any 


recommendations? 


Lane Zeitler 
Ku7i 


VVVVV VV 


Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 07:35:06 -0500 (EST) 

From: Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>, owner-boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: Gernsback headphone test, more light & less heat 

Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.96L.990228073304.2944F -100000@unixs4.cis.pitt.edu> 


MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Did someone mention phono plugs, etc. Aren't they nickel? The military 
plugs were brass however - at least the ones that I used to pop into a 
large bank of phono jacks at the transmitter site to run signals to each 
of our 30 transmitters. 


Dave, W3ST 
Publisher of the Collins Journal 
Homepage: http://www.pixi.com/~jenkins/collins 


On Sat, 27 Feb 1999, Roberta J. Barmore wrote: 


Hi, Arden & the gang! 


Some more on the topic; maybe I'd better start keeping cross-indexed 
files, but it'd get in the way of the "huge random pile of stuff" method 
my desk groans under! Anyway, this is my last word on the specific topic. 
Promise! 

(I wrote: "...the nickle plating on the older tip plugs was a bit 
porous, you see, and you'd often get a "click" even without adding a 
little saliva, [...] but the addition of some impure water xreallyx got 
the battery formed by dissimilar metals in contact to perk.") 


On Sat, 27 Feb 1999, Arden Allen wrote: 

> Nice postulate to sport around, but I don't see a very powerful source of 

> energy there. Has anyone ever xmeasured* the power output of nickel pin 

> hole batteries? I'm more inclined to believe the body electrostatic charge 
> and/or current induced from power line scenarios having been shown to be 

> reliable sources of headphone clicks. 


Well, now, a person can believe what they like; my dope is from Trimm 
Labs, makers of headphones and in a position to know what they were 
plating the tips with and how, though it has been too long to recall the 
exact chapter and verse. May have been on a little info-sheet with the 
last pair of Trimms I bought new, over twenty years ago. (It's also 
mentioned, boiled down to "a different plating now, thus no click" by 
Elmer Osterhoudt). Part of the point is that it's a xvery* low-level 
energy source; and other low-level sources work, too, like a static 
charge, or hum pickup. All of ‘em are tests of sensitivity; if I just 
wanna see if a pair of cans will work at all, I put the Simpson 260 on 
‘em, reading resistance as well as hearing the "clonk!" from the cans. 


As far as use of nickel in other electronic applications, we're agreed 
it is pretty much wretched on a coax connector and similar places. But on 
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an all-metal binding-post, I'd rather have nickel than bare brass; the 
brass goes funky a xlotx faster! Nickel was traditionally used more for 
the sake of appearance and not having to keep the brass shined in 
applications where it could not be laquered or where laquer would wear too 
easily. Smart outfits--National, for example--usually tried to use such 
plating only in places where it didn't carry current: dial skirts, front 
panel trim, etc. (I don't know what they plated their better 
binding-posts with, it looks a little duller than plain nickel and is very 
solderable). And nickel-plated brass screws xused* to be as common as 
mud. (Just try and find ‘em now! I've had to go to plain brass, in which 
material slotted round-head screws are becoming harder to buy off the 
shelf) 

Near as I can tell, the old "German Silver" was just another name for 
nickel, or some alloy with a lot of nickel in it. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


PS: don't get me started, or I'll start griping about they way they chrome 
up many high-end consumer wrenches and screwdrivers these days. Might as 
well dip the junk in butter before each use! 
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Message-Id: <199902281715.LAAOQ7868@jackatak.theporch. com> 
From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner) 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Posting Admin Requests 

Date: Sun, 28 Feb 99 11:15:01 CST 


Gang - 


Please accept this periodic posting as it is intended: 
A suggestion that will help everyone on the list... 


If there is a problem with your email, i.e., the list suddenly stops coming 
to you, or if you have problems with someone else's mail, PLEASE address 
any questions to, and seek help from: 


listown@jackatak.theporch.com 
There is really no one on the list who can help you with a problem, 
and if I don't happen to see your post, nothing will happen, except 


you may irritate the other list members... needlessly. 


This is xespeciallyx true of the "XXXX YYYYY your mail is bouncing, please 
send me a good address" 


If your mail to this person is bouncing, in all likelihood, either you 
have the address a bit wrong, or s/he isn't receiving mail from ANYWHERE 
xespeciallyx not from the list, which is delivered as "Bulk!" 


Treat the list as a symposium. 

In such an environment, with many folks attending who have paid to be 
here, it is unlikely you would take up the symposium's resources to 
solve an individual problem with your seating... 


So, if you encounter a problem, PLEASE remember to send your questions 
to me, the one person who can help, at: 


listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


Thanks for your attention 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


"Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee" 
Sun Feb 28 11:15:01 CST 1999 


Message-ID: <36D9976D.21D57ED1@ix.netcom.com> 
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 14:22:21 -0500 

From: Maurice Weinschenker <morry@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE:6SS7 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


PSE NOTE 
ALL 6SS7'S GONE 
BEST 73 MORRY K3DPJ 


Message-Id: <199902281953.LAA28823@mail-gw2.pacbell.net> 
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: 575 manual, one left 

Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 11:53:51 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I made an extra copy of the Tektronix 575 curve tracer manual. If'n 


anybody wants it, $13 will get it to your shack in CONUS. It's a 1st 
generation copy of excellent quality. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-ID: <36D99E74.A35FE1AB@esslink. com> 
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 14:52:20 -0500 

From: Sandy Gerli <angerli@esslink.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: TS-820S/VFO-820 WTB 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi, 


WANTED: TS-820S/VFO-820 in decent shape with manuals. Re-creating first 
General station AND I want to get back on 160... 


73, 


Sandy Gerli, AC1Y 

500 Country Club Road 

Avon, CT 06001-2406 

(860) 675-5566 

E-Mail: angerli@esslink.com 


Life Member: ARRL, QCWA 
Collins Collectors Association 
Hallicrafters Collectors Association 


"Boatanchors are Ham Radio's living history! 
Get in touch with ‘em. Restore something! Smell that hot solder! 
Sure beats booze. And, you can get up afterwards..." 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2443 
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